
Take Action!
1.	 Fill in and return this postcard

2.	 Keep informed - join our email list at www.ourwaterisnotforsale.com

3.	 Go to the website for information on writing to the minister and your MLA

4.	 Host a talk. Email us to arrange a presentation for your group

5.	 Write a letter to your local paper – citizen voices in the media change 
public perception

6. 	Check out more information and resources for getting involved at 
www.ourwaterisnotforsale.com

Our Water Is Not For Sale
Working to protect our water commons for our communities, for First Nation 
treaty rights, for future generations, and for the ecosystems on which we 
depend.

We are a large and growing network of organizations and individuals working 
to protect our water. We are members of the faith community, First Nations, 
municipal leaders, environmental and social justice groups, unions, farmers, 
and many more.

WATER IS LIFE. PROTECT IT. DON’T COMMODIFY IT. 

For more information 
visit www.ourwaterisnotforsale.com 
call 780-577-1446
or email info@ourwaterisnotforsale.com

Printed on 100% Recycled Paper

O
U

R
 W

ATER
 IS

 
N

O
T FO

R
 S

A
LE

W
A
TE

R
 IS

 LIFE
. P

R
O

TE
C

T IT. D
O

N
’T C

O
M

M
O

D
IFY

 IT.

Don’t turn our water over 
to private markets to be 
sold to the highest bidder.

Protect our water 
commons: for our 
communities, for First 
Nation treaty rights, for 
future generations, and for 
the ecosystems on which 
we depend!

IS OUR WATER 
FOR SALE?

Photo: Milk River, Southern Alberta 

WATER IS LIFE. PROTECT IT. DON’T COMMODIFY IT.
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M
inister of Environm

ent

W
e are calling on you to protect Alberta’s water in the public interest. It is too im

portant to leave up to the m
arket 

to decide who gets access. As the supply of our water becom
es increasingly constrained, we need to ensure that we 

have protected enough water for our highest value uses—
for our com

m
unities, our fam

ilies, future generations, and 
the ecosystem

s we depend on. 

W
e want you to:

1.	
Develop a provincial water allocation system

 that focuses on the public interest by prioritizing ecosystem
 health, 

basic hum
an needs, and treaty and First Nation rights, rather than a m

arket-based system
 that allocates access 

to water based on the ability to pay.

2.	
Explore and present to First Nations and residents in Alberta a range of policy options for how Alberta’s out-of-
date water allocation system

 could best be updated to m
eet current challenges and expected future pressures.

3.	
Conduct broad and m

eaningful consultations with the public, im
pacted groups, and First Nations on the full 

range of options before m
aking changes to the W

ater Act.
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Check here to be kept inform
ed 

about this cam
paign.

Water for people and the environment, not corporate profit 
Water should be allocated based on principles of justice, according to human and ecological 
needs. Water markets, however, allocate according to the size of one’s bank account.

Water markets have caused devastation internationally 
The government’s intention to create a water market will allow license holders to make 
millions by selling what they historically received for free. Further, water markets have had 
devastating consequences elsewhere. For example, in Australia the government is now 
paying billions to buy back its own water.

No meaningful public consultation
The government has had no formal 
consultation with the public or First 
Nations, but are pursuing the one narrow 
policy option of water markets.

Trade agreements and the threat of 
foreign control
Marketing our water would open major 
risks under trade agreements. Do we want 
foreign corporations controlling our water? The Canadian public has already had to pay 
millions for water under a NAFTA challenge from the US. If we allow buying and selling water 
licenses, we may not be able to exclude foreign corporations.

Hurting rural communities and farmers
Farmers and rural communities will have a hard time competing with corporations for water 
licenses. In Australia and other jurisdictions with water markets, corporations have been buying 
up licenses and gaining control over the growth of communities and the agricultural system. 

Violating First Nation rights
Water markets threaten to violate First Nation treaty rights. Even though the plans are based 
on the “first in time, first in right” system, will First Nations be ignored in the process and 
told to head to the back of the line?

The Alberta Government has plans for water markets.

Water markets would jeopardize
our communities,
our future.

“It has become the biggest 
scandal and disaster of our 
time...in terms of its economic, 
social and environmental 
significance.”
John Caldecott, Convenor of the Water Action 
Coalition in Australia, speaking of their move 
to water markets

www.ourwaterisnotforsale.com

“We are actively 
dealing with the 
government of 
Alberta to think 
about a water 
exchange.”

Peter Brabeck, 
Chairman, Nestle

Edmonton Journal
May 11, 2011

Nestle’s voice is 
being heard. 
Is your’s?

Water markets 
would prioritize 
corporate control 
of our water, rather 
than protecting 
it in the public 
interest. Alberta 
needs real 
solutions, not 
water markets.


